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Bishop has
quiver of
pointless
arrows
James P. McMahon
Southern Utah Voices
Rep. Rob Bishop encouraged
the Utah Legislature to pass legislation demanding that the federal government hand over title
of most federal lands in Utah to
state control. He asked for “a
quiver of legislative arrows that
send a message to the federal
government.” One will hit, he
hopes.
Bishop’s argument suggests
that federal ownership of public
lands limits the state’s ability to
generate revenues for schools.
And Bishop excitedly points to
an impending paradigm shift to
suggest that a national drive for
energy independence may help
Easterners see the light when it
comes to the development of natural resources including oil and
natural gas on these lands.
Yet the Bureau of Land
Management, which controls
most of the lands in question, is
already well equipped to lease
land for resource extraction
where doing so makes economic
sense. The BLM has a multipleuse mandate that encourages the
agency to make these resources
available to private exploitation
for public benefit. The state of
Utah, on the other hand, doesn’t
have this same ability.
The BLM’s multiple-use mandate requires that the agency
look at the best use of particular
parcels. If an area is attractive
to hikers or climbers and would
benefit a local economy by attracting tourists, then it’s not
likely that BLM is going to lease
it for oil rigs. The BLM has to assess other uses as well, such as
wildlife habitat. So the resource
development that Bishop hopes
for is already underway, though
it is the federal treasury that receives the income from sales.
What’s interesting when we
speak of paradigms is how Rep.
Bishop and the elected leadership in Utah fail to grasp the economic value of these vast open
spaces. They view open space
as wasted space. Yet those same
Easterners that Bishop hopes to
appeal to with “drill, baby, drill”
visit Utah to experience the
open space that they lack back
home. In 2010, 20.2 million domestic and international visitors
traveled to Utah, spending an
estimated $6.5 billion. Tourism
supported almost 123,000 jobs
and generated $842 million in
state and local tax revenues, according to the Utah Office of
Tourism, Governor’s Office of
Economic Development.
Energy independence is an
important goal, but that doesn’t
mean a continued reliance on old
ways. The impending paradigm
shift means that we have to transition to new forms of energy
in wind and solar and decrease
reliance on oil by increasing automobile fuel economy, among
other actions.
We also need a paradigm
shift here in Utah. We need our
leadership to embrace a future
of possibility that recognizes
the value of healthy landscapes.
Resource extraction is a part
of that future but so is capitalizing on Utah’s beauty and wild
lands. At Bishop’s prodding, the
Legislature passed and the governor signed legislation demanding that the federal government
hand over these lands. But this
legislation is both unconstitutional and has no chance of ever
happening.
Rep. Bishop got his quiver of
arrows from the Legislature, but
they miss the mark.
James P. McMahon is an
ecologist and entrepreneur. He
writes from his home overlooking the Santa Clara River in
Southern Utah.
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Happy Factory
Few things are as precious to the human
eye than the sight of a smile on a child’s face.
Helping create those smiles through the
craftsmanship of wooden toys has been the primary mission for The Happy Factory, a Cedar
City-based charity, for almost 15 years.
This organization — assisted by a dedicated group of volunteers — has provided
more than 1.1 million wooden toys to children
around the world. And later this month, The
Happy Factory is receiving an award from the
Utah Commission on Volunteers as Nonprofit
Program of the Year. It’s an honor that is well
deserved.
Lloyd Pendelton, acting director for the
commission, cited The Happy Factory’s allvolunteer workforce and the way the charity
allows many senior citizens with opportunities
to put their skills to use in their spare time.
The statewide award will be presented at an
awards banquet April 25 in Layton.
What makes this award so impressive is that
it is awarded based on not just the mission and
results that The Happy Factory has produced

over the years, but on the volume of people in
the Cedar City community willing to step forward to assist in the crafting and shipping of
the toys, as well as the administrative duties
necessary to ensure the logistics are all handled on a regular basis.
This mission may have started in the home
workshop of Charles and Donna Cooley, but it
blossomed when the community got behind it
and started shipping toys to areas of the world
where children live in extreme poverty and
toys are very much a luxury compared to those
available to children in the United States.
Local organizations and companies — the
Cedar City Lions Club, Calvary Chapel Cedar
City, Longview Fibre and Timberline Cabinets,
among others — have stepped forward to make
this an important part of their outreach efforts. And the result is kids who wouldn’t otherwise have something fun to play with enjoying time with their very own toy.
And we can’t discount the smiles that go
along with that experience — a happy
result, indeed.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Adoption is a viable, helpful
alternative to abortion
Abortion should be illegal for all. Some
people might ask why the United States of
America should make abortions illegal, and the
answer is as simple as this countries motto:
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. The
key word in this motto is life.
Google describes life as, “The period between the birth and death of a living thing.”
This definition explains why abortions should
be illegal, because everyone deserves the
chance to be born. In our country we do not believe in taking an innocent life.
Many people try to make excuses as to why
they are having an abortion, but in all reality
there is no good excuse. Many young couples
now cannot have children but would like a family. Adoption is very expensive, and there are
definitely more parents wanting to adopt then
there are babies to be adopted, which is one
reason it is so expensive.
Instead of having an abortion, we should
have these mothers give their baby up for
adoption so that someone else could have the
opportunity to raise children. Overall, abortions should be illegal for anyone for any reason so that we can give everyone a chance
to born.

Teisha Hinton, ST. GEORGE

Constitution erodes while many
people fail to pay attention
The bulk of the Senate, House of
Representatives and the president have decided that anyone who protests any place

where the Secret Service is being utilized
should get up to seven years in prison. Your
fate will be determined by whomever the
Secret Service is covering. Look up HR 347.
These are the same people who decided
that the president can have you “taken out,”
“killed,” “waisted” without a trail or jury if you
are perceived as a threat to “nation security.”
Yet a serial killer or those who bombed the
World Trade Center can only get life in prison
in New York!
The U.S. Constitution is dead! And the average fluorinated water-drinking, vaccine-injected schlemiel is clueless. They just keep
going with the program. Meanwhile, companies keep dividing the pie. Something big is
happening around the world, and I fear that we
are next.

Joseph DuPont, TOWANDA, PA.

Come out to wrestling
tournament, lend hand to family
I am writing to you about the benefit wrestling tournament for Coach Dallas Lowry. As
most know, Trina Lowry, his wife, passed away
in a fatal car accident. At Canyon View High
School on April 14, we are having a tournament
for them. The cost is $10, and all the money
raised will go to the Lowry family.
Coach Lowry has been my wrestling coach
for over six years, and he means a lot to me.
He is also a high school freshmen football
coach at Canyon View. So anyone who wants to
wrestle (preschool to 12th grade) should come
and support the Lowry family.

Tyler Haley, CEDAR CITY

CONTACTING OFFICIALS
Gov. Gary Herbert
Utah State Capitol Complex
350 N. State St., Suite 200
P.O. Box 142220
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-2220
Phone: (801) 538-1000
Fax: (801) 538-1528
Email: http://governor.utah.gov/goca/
form_governor.html
Lt. Gov. Greg Bell
Utah State Capitol Complex
P.O. Box 142325

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-2325
Phone: (800) 705-2464
Fax: (801) 538-1133
Email: http://www.utah.gov/ltgovernor
/contact.html

Utah Senate
320 State Capitol
P.O. Box 145115
Salt Lake City, UT 84114
Phone: (801) 538-1035
Fax: (801) 326-1475
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